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JAMES RONALD HARTLEY    ‘A TRUE SERVANT OF HAVERHILL’ 

 

 
 
James Ronald Hartley, known as Ron, was born in Acton in 1926, the oldest child of Albert and 
Maude Annie nee Jarvis. Ron had four sisters, Daphne, Maureen, Rosalie and Josephine who 
died aged 3. 
 
 
At least three generations of the Hartley 
family had been involved in coca mat 
making, in fact Ron’s grandfather James, 
his great grandfather Ambrose and his 
great grandfather Henry Farrow were all 
mat makers in and around the Sudbury, 
Glemsford and Acton areas. In the 1911 
census the brothers of his father Albert 
who were old enough to work were also 
employed in this trade.  
 

                                                                 Above: James Hartley and his wife Elizabeth Carter,  
                                                                                    Ron’s paternal grandparents 
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Albert (pictured left) who was born in 1901, was still a scholar 
in 1911. He, however, did not follow in his ancestor’s footsteps 
as a mat maker when he completed his education, instead 
becoming a carpenter. He was eventually to become the Estate 
carpenter at Hempstead Hall. The family lived in Ashlawn, a 
cottage in Camps Road, 
Helions Bumpstead.  
 
In 1943, Albert left his 
job at Hempstead Hall to  
start his own building 
business. He was to 
build several houses in 
Haverhill. 

 
Ron had started his infant education aged 5 at Acton then Hempstead schools before 
completing his junior education at Steeple Bumpstead school once the family had relocated to 
Ashlawn. After passing his 11 plus he attended Earls Colne Grammar School as a boarder only 
coming home for holidays. 
 
In 1942, aged 16, Ron began his engineering apprenticeship in Bishops Stortford. He boarded 
during the week and cycled home to Helions Bumpstead on Saturdays for the weekend. A job 
for life, he worked for Post Office Telephones until he retired in 1986, aged 60.  
 
Ron had to take a break from his regular work in 1946 to complete his 2 years National Service 
with the Royal Engineers. He was posted to Germany in 1947 where he helped repair a Bailey 
bridge over the River Rhine. 
 
Ron met Florence Evelyn Davies at a dance in the Town Hall and they 
were married in 1951. Florence Evelyn, known as Evelyn, was born in 
a Great Bentley nursing home on 4th September, 1928, the only child 
of Theophilis and Mabel Davies.  The family lived at 5 Queens Street, 
Haverhill where her parents owned a millinery and haberdashery 
shop from 1927 – 1949. Evelyn attended the Cangle and after 
completing her education worked in the East Anglian Electricity Shop. 
She was also a Sunday School teacher. Her father, Theophilis, died in 
1940 and Evelyn helped her mother Mabel in the shop. Mabel 
carried on running the business until she retired to Portsmouth in 
1949. Evelyn went with her but returned when she got married. 
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In January 1955 they moved to Haverhill. Ron and Evelyn had a son, David and two daughters, 
Kathryn and Isobel. By 1977 their home was in Cardinal Way in Haverhill.  
 
Politically minded, Ron had joined the Post Office Engineering Union in 1943. Seventeen years 
later in 1960, and aged just 34, he became the Secretary of the Cambridge Branch, a position 
he held until 1979. 
 
Representing the Labour Party, Ron was a borough councillor for 38 years, initially joining 
Haverhill Urban District Council in 1961 before being elected onto St Edmundsbury Borough 
Council after it was formed in 1974. He was also a Suffolk County Councillor from 1964–74 & 
1989 – 99 as well as being a Haverhill Town Councillor before 
retiring all council roles in 1999. Ron was Mayor of Haverhill 

when serving on the 
H.U.D.C. and in 1977 he 
was the Mayor of St 
Edmundsbury Council.  
 
In 1999 he was given the 
Honorary Freedom of the 
Borough and in 2008 the 
Honorary Freedom of 
Haverhill. 

    

 
 
 
Ron was a member of St Mary’s Church and also very community minded. He sat the steering 

committee for the Haverhill Citizen’s Advice Bureau, was Chairman of Governors at Castle 

Manor School and also sat on the board of Haverhill Industrial Co-op Society. 

You would think that there was little time for Ron to do anything else but besides politics, Ron 

had a wide range of interests. He enjoyed walking and listening to jazz and classical music. He 

was an accomplished bridge player and played four times a week until he was 88. He liked to 
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make jams and pickles and did this well into his eighties. He also enjoyed knitting and made 

fabulous Fair Isle jumpers.  

Following the death of his wife in 2005, Ron continued to live in the family home in Cardinal 

Way until moving to Shearman Court in 2015. 

Ron died on 22nd October, 2016 aged 90 years leaving three children, seven grandchildren and 

five great grandchildren.  

Ron’s wife Evelyn was, like her husband, involved in local organisations and public service. She 

was a member of the Townswomen’s Guild, the Church Women’s Fellowship and was also a 

bellringer. She was a Governor at Parkway Middle School and also a Magistrate. 

 

Information and photos provided by Ron’s daughter, Isobel Orriss. 

 

 

 

 


